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CALLED TO BE HOLY
SIMPLY LIVING GOD’S WAY

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT - A HOLY PERSON

Underlying problem of Old Covenant is now addressed.
- The law could atone for sin but not get rid of it. Heb 9:13; Heb 10:4 
- But God had declared his plan to renew the very hearts of his people. Jer 

31:33; Ezek 36:26 
- Through Jesus this is fulfilled. Matt 5:17 

 A Holy Person - The difference Jesus makes:

The holiness of Christ affirmed.
- by God: (Isa 7:14; Matt 1:23; Matt 3:17; Matt 17:5)
- by angels & scripture: (Lk 1:35; Acts 13:35) 
- by demons: (Mk1:24 / Lk 4:34)
- by Peter: (Jn 6:69)
- by Christ himself:  (Lk 2:49; Jn 17:19)
- by actions: (Matt 23; Matt 21:12ff; Matt 12:22ff)
- by sight: (Lk 9:29; John 1:14; Rev 1:15 & Rev 19 - cf Ez 1:25-28; Dan 

10:5-6) 
- by attitude: (Phil 2)

 Two key facts about the Holy One of God.
 1) Christ is God incarnate. (John 1:14; Phil 2:7-8;1 John 4:2:  2 John 7; Gal 

4:4-5)
 2) Christ died for our sins. (Rom 4:25; Cor 15:3; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 1:3-4; Heb 

10:10;1 John 2:2;1 Peter 3:18)

As a result of what Christ has done we can now be:

1. Reconciled - 2 Cor 5:17-19
2. Justified - Rom 3:22-25; 5:1-2; Gal 2:15-16
3. Sanctified - 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11
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A HOLY PROCESS leading to a HOLY PEOPLE

Justification and Sanctification.
• Justification - breaking the hold of sin 
• Sanctification - changing the mould of sin

We are justified by God's grace through faith in the death of Jesus.
We are sanctified by God's grace through the work of the Holy Spirit.

What is Sanctification?
What it is not: 
     - not mere words and phrases Matt 7:21; 
     - not just feelings or emotions  Matt 13:20-21 
     - not external religiosity  Amos 5:21; Lk 18:9-14 
     - not removing ourselves Jn 17:15 Matt 5:14 
     - not a spasmodic goodness Lk 9:57-62; Ps 119:112 
     - not being slaves to sin (Rom 6:15-23; 1 Jn 1:9) 
 
What it is: 
     - it is an expression of belonging to God - Eph 1:4 1 Pet 1:2; 2 Thess 2:13; 

Rom 8:29; Eph 1:13 
     - it is lived out in actions. 1 Jn 3:18 Titus 3:1-2 
     - it is an obedience and respect for God's Word (Rom 7:22; 1 Tim 1:8) 
     - imitating Christ Jn13:34-35; Col 3:10; 1 Peter 2:
     - humility; Phil 2:3; 1 Peter 5:5 
     - struggle between old & new nature. (1 Cor 9:27; Ro 7; Gal 5:17; Col 3)
     - breaking the power of sin within (Jas 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9)
     - dying to self & sin, living for Christ - Rom 6; 2 Cor 5:15; Gal 2:20;
 

Justification and Sanctification compared.

The Similarities: 

- Both are by the grace of God. (Rom 3:24; 2 Cor 6:2; Heb 10:10)

 - Both are rooted and have their source in the work of Christ. (Rom 5:9; 1 
Cor 1:2 ; Heb 13:12)

 - Both come together, they are inseparable. (1 Cor 1:30; Rom 8:23) 

 - Consequently, the initial experience is at the same time. (1 Cor 6:11)

 - They are both crucial for our salvation to be complete. (Eph 5:25-27; 1 Cor 
1:30)
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 The Differences:

Conclusion:
Sanctification is our shared responsibility with the Holy Spirit.  2 Cor 7:1
Sanctification can grow & develop in us.  2 Peter 3:18 

Justification:    
 

- counting one person's righteousness 
for the sake of another. (Gal 2:16; 
Rom 3:22,25)

- righteousness of Jesus is ours (as a 
gift from God) by faith. (Rom 3:24; 
Rom 6:23.)

- we are justified by faith in Christ 
alone - our deeds count for nothing. 
(Gal 2:16; Gal 3:11; Hab 2:4)

- the full and complete work of Christ 
in our lives the moment we believe 
and are born again. (Acts 13:38,39; 
Rom 8:10)

- not progressive - we are no more 
justified after ten years than we are 
the moment we first belong to Christ. 
(Rom 5:1)

- refers to our standing and position in 
Christ before God. (2 Cor 5:17&21)

- speaks of our right to inherit with 
Christ his eternal kingdom. (Gal 
4:4-7)

- the act of God within us - not visible. 
(2 Cor 1:22)

Sanctification:

-  the making of a person inwardly 
righteous. (1Thess 5:23; Ex 
19:10)

- actual righteousness within us by 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives. (Rom 15:16)

- is the work of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit shown (proved) by our 
deeds. (Jas 2:17; Matt 27:44 cf Lk 
23:40ff))

- an ongoing work of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives that will only be 
perfected when we are transformed 
at the resurrection. (1 Thess 3:13)

- a progressive work in our lives as 
our walk with Jesus goes on and 
grows deeper. (2 Cor 7:1)

- refers to the moral renewal of our 
nature / hearts. (Rom 12:1&2)

- our being prepared for dwelling in 
the eternal kingdom of Christ. (2 
Thess 2:13)

- the work of God within us - clearly 
visible. (1Thess 4:3-5; also Rom 
6,7&8, Gal 5, Eph 4&5, Col 3,)
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